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Beginning in August 

2011 the ETBU Religion De-

partment will begin offering a 

Master of Arts degree. The dual 

focus of this program is on 

equipping students to be more 

effective ministers and on pre-

paring them for further graduate 

studies. This interdisciplinary 

degree program requires stu-

dents to complete nine courses, 

ranging from Biblical Back-

grounds to Christian Worship and the Contemporary Church, and either a thesis or an additional 

elective course.  

Admission requirements for this degree program will be provided in detail on the ETBU 

website (www.etbu.edu) beginning in January, but the primary requirement is that applicants have 

completed at least 18 credit hours in religion, with at least 12 of those hours at the junior or senior 

level, and that at least one of the qualifying courses be in the field of theology and one in biblical 

studies. Full-time students will be able to earn the M.A. in Religion in three or four semesters 

(depending on whether or not they pursue the thesis option).  

Current ETBU undergraduate students who have completed at least ninety hours toward 

their undergraduate degree will be able to enroll in up to three graduate courses. This option will 

enable these students to complete requirements for the M.A. degree within a year after completing 

their bachelorôs degree. 

More details will become available as we implement this new degree program. Updated 

information will be included in future newsletters and will be published on the website. If you 

wish to contact us directly about the M.A. in Religion, please direct your inquiries to either       

Dr. Warren Johnson, Director of the Religion Master of Arts Program,  wjohnson@etbu.edu, or 

Dr. John Harris, Dean of the School of Christian Studies,  jharris@etbu.edu.  

http://www.etbu.edu
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 Students Share About  

Their ETBU Experience  

Joshua Carter - from Houston, Texas  

 Religion Major with a concentration in Biblical Studies  

      Religion 4260 Capstone course is a requirement 

for all religion majors. This course is designed to 

provide religion majors with an opportunity to think 

reflectively, critically and practically about their ex-

periences and education that have led them to the 

point of graduation and to aid them in the explora-

tion of future opportunities for ministry and educa-

tion.  Below read from the comments from our  

seniors in this Capstone course this semester.  

My time at ETBU can be characterized by the constant search for the will 

of God in my personal, family, and student life.  Even in the decision to 

come to this university, I had to make the uneasy decision to trust what I 

thought was a sign from God.  Through long days and nights of study and 

writing, I have been given not only information presented in my classes 

but real life wisdom that came from the relationships with my fellow 

classmates and professors.  In each semester, every class seemed to work 

flawlessly with the other classes I was taking to bring forth an issue or life 

lesson that I believe God provided for me.  I have made lifelong friends 

and found the woman that I will spend the rest of my life with because I 

chose to trust in the sign I believe that God gave.  Through the good times 

and bad that I have experienced in the Christian Studies program, I am all 

the more convinced that even though I doubted the value of ETBU, God 

works through the people of this university for the benefit of those that 

are willing to receive his guidance.  

Benjamin Rogers - from Palmer, Texas  

Religion Major with a concentration in Biblical Studies  

     I did not know what to expect or even what my major was when I 

came to ETBU. A few weeks into my first college semester I decided I 

would be a Religion major with a concentration in biblical studies, 

which was one of the best decisions I have ever made. There have been 

people who have told me to not become so heavenly minded that I am 

no earthly good, and to make sure my faith does not dwindle because of 

all the theology courses I would be taking. However, I can say without a 

doubt that my time here at ETBU has strengthened my faith far more 

than I thought it ever would. In addition to being probably the smartest 

people I have ever had the pleasure of learning from, the Religion pro-

fessors have always made it a point to be approachable and accessible to 

students inside and outside of class. I will always be grateful to them as 

well as everyone else who has made my time here at ETBU as great as it 

has been. 
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As a soon to be graduating religion major, I  was asked earlier 

this semester to write about my experience here at ETBU. The 

first thing that came to mind was my first class, Greek, at 8:00 

a.m., with Dr. Warren Johnson, and I remember sitting through it 

thinking I was in way over my head. I soon learned that each of 

these professors really do care about each student they have. 

Somehow I find myself here four years later and wondering how 

it has came to this time that I get to write about my time here. 

Through my time here I have come to the conclusion that I am 

blessed to be able to sit underneath each of our professors. They 

have done more than just educate me in the classroom, they have 

taught me to be a more godly man. 

Christopher Stephens - from McKinney, Texas  

Religion Major with concentration in Youth and Christian Education  

Some of my best experiences have occurred at ETBU, especially 

in connection with the Religion Department. While I say ñbest,ò it 

must be further noted that by that word I donôt just mean fun. By 

ñbestò I mainly mean that they have been intellectually challeng-

ing experiences which have grown me beyond recognition. I have 

learned things I never would have learned, understood things I 

never would have understood, read things I certainly would never 

have encountered. It is almost like I have found a whole new 

world from my experiences at ETBU, a world which is full of 

depth, meaning, excitement, and adventure.  ETBU truly is amaz-

ing, especially the Religion Department! 

My experience here at ETBU has been a wonderful one.  I 

came here as an immature freshman with little knowledge of 

Christianity, and I can truly say now I have grown tremen-

dously.  I have had a unique road along the way with a few 

bumps and a few good things.  Overall I am blessed to have 

called ETBU my home for four years, and can't wait to see 

where this education leads me in my life. 

Taylor Weaver - from Harleton, Texas  

Religion Major with a concentration in Biblical Studies  

Ricky Waller - from Gladewater, Texas  

Religion Major with concentration in Youth and Christian Education  



Dec. 18 - 10:00 a.m.  Fall Commencement  

Jan. 10 - Spring Semester Classes Begin  

  

Find us on the Web  

www.etbu.edu  
A World of Opportunity in a 

Community of Faith.  

1209 North Grove  

Marshall, TX  75670 -1498 

Phone: 903-923-2180 

Fax: 903-923-2077 

E-mail: christianstudies@etbu.edu  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Debra Summers  
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Kevin Hall  

Back Row, left to right :  Dr. Sherilyn Emberton (Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs) , Amy Brown,  
Dr. Elijah Brown, Susie Oliver, Dr. Dub Oliver (ETBU President), Joy Holloway, Dr. Jeph Holloway,  
Brenda White, Dr. David White, Susan Johnson, Dr. Warren Johnson.  
Front Row, left to right:  Dr. Jerry Summers, Debra Summers, Dr. John Harris (Dean of the School of Christian 
Studies), LaDonna Harris, Martha Johnson, Dr. Rick Johnson.  

http://www.etbu.edu/academic_programs/School_of_Christian_Studies/default.htm

